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1. (Currently Amended) A messaging method comprising: 

receivixxg an indication of a call fix>m a calling party to a called party via an 
lateraet protocol network; 

answering the call in a Voice over Imemet Protocol (VoIP) format at a premises 
of the called party; 

prompting the calling party to leave a message; 

saving at least a portion of the message as an audio file; 

xecogaizing that the calling party left the message; 

identifying an email address associated with the ca llinp party- 

preparing an outgoing message in response to recognizing that the calling party 
left the messag e, the outgoing message inchiding t he ftmail adHrft^ft 
associated with the cal ling nartv: 

attaching the audio file to the ou:^oing message; 

addres^g the outgoing message to a network node associated with a unified 

messaging mailbox of the called party; 
initiating sending of the message and &e audio file from the premises to the 

network node; 

v^erein the call comprises a Voice over Internet Protocol calL 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1» further compri^botg: 
disconnecting fix)m the call; 

prompting a modem to dial a telephone number associated with an Internet Service 
Provider; 

recognizing that a connection exists with the Internet Service Provider; and 

outputting information representing the outgoing message for delivery via the connection. 
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3. (Origmal) Tbe method of claim 25&urflbier 

password to &e Internet Service Provider to gain access to an account of the called party* 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1» further comprising: 
maintaining a notification list including at least one calling party; 

receiving identification information associated with &e call and identifying the calling 
party; and 

detennining that the calling party is the at least one calling party. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the outgoing message has a format 
selected from the group consisting of an electronic mail message fomiat, a mobile alert format, 
an IM format, an SMS format, an EMS format, and an MMS format 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising utilizing a modem device to 
send the outgoing message, wherein the modem device is selected from the group consisting of a 
cable modem, a dial-up modem, a wireless modem* a satellite modem, and an xDSL modem. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprisii^g; 
determining that a data connection exists; and 

utilizing tibie data connection to send the outgoing message. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the messages comprises a multi-modal 
message having an audio component and a non-audio component 

10. (Original) The method of claim I, further comprising converting the audio file into 
an lEuencoded text format 
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11. (CuirentLyAmeEaded) A messaging system, 

a housmg component at least partially defining an enclosure; 

a network interface operable to foim at least a portion of a conununxcation Uxik between a 
r^ote node of an Internet protocol network and a component located within the 
enclosure; 

a call awareness trigger communicatively coupled to the network interface and operable 
to recognize a signal indicating an incoming call from a calling party; 

a call answering mechanism operable to answer the incoming call in a Voice over 
Internet Protocol (VoIP) format and to prompt the calling party to leave a 
message; 

a memory operable to store an audio file representing the message; 

a messaging engine operable to compose an outgoing message, to attach the audio file to 

the outgoing message, and to initiate commumcation of the outgoing message to a 

remote messaging server; 
a processor operable to send a notification to the called party indicating that a new voice 

mail message is available at the remote messaging serven and 
a Voice over Internet Protocol engine communicatively coupled to the network interface 

to process the incoming call. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 1 1^ wherein the call awareness trigger, the call 
answering mechanism, the memory, and the mess£^g engine are located within the enclosure, 
further wherdn the call awareness trigger recognizes a ring voltage signal. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 11, fijrdier comprising a computer having a housing 
comprising the housing component. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 11, fiirfher comprisii]ig; 

a telephone station communicatively coupled to a jack associated widi the housing 

component; and 
a modem communicatively coiqyled to the network interface. 
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15. (Original) the system of claim 1 1, further comprisuxg a ixrocessor located within the 
enclosure, the processor operable to execute instructions to efifectuale the messaging engine. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 1 Is further comprising: 

a computer jack associated with the housing component, the computer jack operable to 

iirterconnect a computer with the component; and 
a processor located within the enclosure. 

17- (Original) The system of claim 16, further comprising a computer readable medium 
having computer-readable data to aUow the computer to store a usemame and password in the 
memory, to indicate a messaging address for an intended recipient of ihe outgoing message, and 
to indicate an identifi^ for the remote messaging server. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 16, wherein the computer jack comprises a univeisal 
serial bus port 

19. (Original) The system of claim 1 1, further comprising a broadband modem 
commujcdcatively coupled to the network interface, the broadband modem operable to support an 
alway SH3n connection to a broader network. 

20. (Canceled) 
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21. (Cuirently Amended) A method of facilitating unified messaging, comprising: 
communicatively coupling a messaging device to a premises network communicatively 

coupled to a wide-area conmxumcadon network, the wide-area communication 
network comprising an Iht^et protocol network; 

communicatively coupling a telephone station at the premises to lie messaging device; 

communicatively coupling a computer to the messaging device; and 

employing the messaging device to answer an incoming telephone call i a a Voice over 
rntomot Protocol (VoIP) fomiat j&om a calling party, to play a pre-recorded 
message that prompts the calling party to leave a message, to record a voice 
message firom the calling party, to identify an email address associated with the 
c^]|j^ g party, t o compose an electronic mail message in response to the voice 
message,, to attach an audio file representing the voice message to the electronic 
mflii message, and to initiate sending of the electronic mail message via the wide- 
area communication networl^ 

wherein the iaeea Hiubag tolophono coll oompiiooo a Voioo over Intci'nct Protocol ooB 
electronic mail message includes the email address of the callinf^ nartv. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 21 , further comprising executing code directing the 
computer to store a usemame and password in a memory associated with the messaging device, 
to indicate a messaging address for an intended recipient of the electronic maU message, and to 
indicate an identifi^ for a remote messaging server communicatively coupled to Hxe wide-area 
network. 

23. (Original) TTaemelfaodofclaim 21, furflicr comprising: 

determining that a data connection exists int^onnecting the premises network and a 

node of tiie wide-area network; and 
utilizing the data connection to send the electronic mail message. 

24. (Original) Tte method ofolaim 21, fiurth^ comprising: 
disconnecting fi'om the incoming telephone call; 

prompting a modem to dial a telephone number associated with an Internet Service 
Provider; 
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recognxzing liiat a connection exists willi the Latemet Service Provider; axid 
utilizing the connection to send tbie electronic mail message. 

25. (Original) Tlie method of claim 21. whi^in the audio file has a foxmat selected from 
the group consisting of a ,WAV file, an MP3 jBOie, a .MIDI file, and a JJJ file. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 21, further comprising addressing the electronic mail 
message to more than one intended recipient 

27. (Original) The method of claim 21 , fiuther comprising attaching a second file to the 
electronic mail message comprising non-audio information communicated by the calling party. 

28. (Canceled) 

29. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-readable data 
to answer an incoming telephone call in a Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) format fixmx a 
callmg party via an Internet protocol network, to play a pre-recorded message that prompts the 
calling party to leave [[a]] an audio portion of a message and that prompts the calling parh^ to 
include non-audio data with the message, to record a voice message fi^om the calling party, to 
compose an electronic mail message in response to the voice message, to attach an audio file 
representing the voice message to the electronic mail message^ and to initiate sending of the 
electronic mail message; vrfierein the incoming telephone call comprises a Voice over Internet 
Protocol call. 

30. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 29 wherein the 
audio file is encoded in an unencoded text foxmat 

31. (Canceled) 
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32. (Cuziently Amended) A messd^bog systexxx, cQmprising: 

a network inferfece responsive to an Internet Protocol netwoik to receive a call; 

a call answering mechamsm to answer the call in a Voice over Int^net Protocol (V oIP) 
foztnatjafid to prompt the calling party to leave an audio^oition of a message^ 
and to prompt th& calUnp party to leave a non'audio portion of the message: 

a memory to store the messag e, the mosBogo comprising an audio portion ond a nott -mSie 
pei€^; 

a messaging engine to compose an outgoing message including the stored message and to 

transmit the outgoing message to a remote messaging server, and 
a VoIP exigine communicatively coupled to the network interface to process the call. 

33. (Previously Presented) The messaging system of claim 32j wbereinlJie non-audio 
portion comprises a text message. 

34. (Previously Presented) The messaging system of claim 32, ^vfaerein the non-audio 
portion comprises a visual message. 

35. (Previously Presented) The messaging system of claim 32, wherein the messaging 
engine addresses the outgoing message to one or more intended recipients. 
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